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In a recent CDLDTE Council 
meeting, the SARA Task Force 
was likened to the lookouts in a 
prairie dog community.  The 
purpose of the prairie dog lookout 
is  to keep a head above ground, to 
watch for what’s going on, and to 
alert all of the other prairie dogs 
when something happens so those 
other prairie dogs can continue 
going about their prairie dog 
business.  Maybe not the most 
glamorous analogy, but it works for 
us!  To that end, the SARA Task 
Force will be sending out periodic 
updates to help you stay informed 

Prairie Dogs 
 

Top Resources for Information on State Authorization 
 
SHEEO State 
Authorization Surveys.  
The State Higher 
Education Executive 
Officers Association 
(SHEEO) keeps a 
database of the 
regulations for every 
state for state 
authorization.  This 
source is highly 
recommended for those 
who are responsible for 
maintaining state 
authorizations and 
exemptions. 
 
 

on state authorization.  Since our 
members have a wide range of 
knowledge and experience with 
state authorization, this first 
publication will set the groundwork 
by providing well-known and 
reputable resources to assist you 
in your work with state 
authorization.  So though we’re not 
able to predict when spring will 
come like another well-known 
rodent, we hope we can at least 
help you stay informed about state 
authorization and perhaps save 
you some time!    

NC-SARA.  The 
National Council for 
State Authorization 
Reciprocity Agreements 
(NC-SARA) is the 
organization committed 
to negotiating 
reciprocity across 
states, which should 
significantly reduce the 
amount of time and 
resources institutions 
must expend to offer 
educational 
opportunities to 
students outside of the 
state in which they 
reside.  This site 

contains a wealth of 
information including 
the specific progress of 
each state in joining 
SARA, FAQs, 
resources, and 
contacts. 
 
Regional Education 
Compacts.  Four 
regional education 
compacts help public 
and private institutions 
work collaboratively 
across state lines to 
improve access to and 
quality of education.  
Your state education  

http://sheeo.org/sheeo_surveys/
http://sheeo.org/sheeo_surveys/
http://nc-sara.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder!   
It does not matter 

whether the federal 
government includes 

state authorization as a 
stipulation for federal 

financial aid dollars; all 
institutions must comply 
with state authorization 

because it is required by 
state governments.  

Though state 
authorization is 

commonly thought of as 
a distance education 

issue, it impacts 
institutions that use 

recruiters to visit 
prospective students in 

other states, advertise in 
other states, have 

students in internships in 
other states, and a host 

of other physical 
presence triggers.  

Regardless of federal 
regulations, you must 

comply with state 
authorization 

requirements. 

compact may be a valuable source of 
information about updates on SARA 
membership in your region. 

Midwestern Higher Education 
Compact serves Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin.   
 
New England Board of Higher 
Education serves Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont. 
 
Southern Regional Education Board 
serves Alabama, Arkansas, 
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West 
Virginia. 
Western Interstate Commission for 
Higher Education serves Alaska, 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Utah, Washington, 
Wyoming and the U.S. Pacific 
territories.  
 
WCET – Western Cooperative for 
Educational Technologies is a 

Top Resources, cont. 

 

Share information you receive from your favorite resources with the rest 
of the CDLDTE membership.  Send your email to Rebecca Hoey, chair 
of the SARA Task Force and the information will be included in future 
CDLDTE SARA updates.   
 

You can help! 
 

division of the Western Interstate 
Commission for Higher Education.  
Russ Poulin, the deputy director, is 
a well-known advocate for policy 
and legislation that enables high 
quality and highly accessible 
distance learning opportunities.  
Institutions who become members 
of WCET have access to additional 
resources including regular 
webinars about state authorization 
and other issues important to 
postsecondary distance learning.  
 
 

http://www.mhec.org/sara
http://www.mhec.org/sara
http://www.nebhe.org/programs-overview/sara/overview/
http://www.nebhe.org/programs-overview/sara/overview/
http://www.sreb.org/page/1740/state_authorization.html
http://www.wiche.edu/sara
http://www.wiche.edu/sara
http://wcet.wiche.edu/learn/issues/state-authorization
mailto:rebecca.hoey@nwciowa.edu
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